Shamwaka: Gifted versatile footballer
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RISING STARS with STEPHEN PHIRI
GIFT Shamwaka is an incredibly versatile player. He is comfortable playing in any position of his soccer team; as a goalkeeper, defender, midfielder or striker. In all these positions, Gift makes a mark. 
He is truly a rising star who is determined to succeed in his career.
“I have no problems playing in goal, as a defender, midfielder or striker,” Gift says.
He could be likened to former national team goalkeeper Efford Chabala, a Gabon air crash victim, who also featured as a striker for ‘Mighty’ Mufulira Wanderers and he banged in several goals. 
BACKGROUND
Gift was born on December 27, 1992 from Arnold Shamwaka and Hilda Sakala.
Gift is the first born in a family of four - three boys and one girl.
Shamwaka works for management Science for Health while Sakala is a businesswoman.
EDUCATION
Gift was enrolled for grade one in 2000 at Lusaka’s Chibelo Basic School and he was at that institution until grade seven.
He twice had to repeat his grade seven because he could not make it to grade eight.
Gift did his junior education at the same school and is currently in grade 11 at Kabulonga Boys High School.
CAREER
Gift started playing football when he was 10 years old.
He and several children set off their soccer careers on dusty township pitches kicking about a homemade plastic ball popularly known as chimpombwa.
Apart from sharpening his skill at home, Gift used to play football at school in inter-class competitions.
His tight-marking skills soon earned him the nickname Roberto.
Those who have watched Gift play compare him to Roberto Carlos, the former Brazil and Real Madrid defender, who was also known for his speedy overlapping in attack.
“I never allow a striker to beat me both in the air and on the ground. As a defender, I ensure that I always get the ball from the striker,” Gift says.
When schools are in progress, Gift only trains on Saturdays because he has to attend to lessons from 12:30 hours to 17:00 hours.
During holidays, training sessions are from Tuesday to Friday.
Last year, Gift moved for ‘greener pastures’ and joined Blue Stars United Academy.
The academy was opened last September and it is run by John Sinkala Kampamba and Isaac Chawinga.
The academy conducts its training sessions at St Mary’s Secondary School ground.
“I hope to go far in my career and my goal is to play for the national team,” he says.
Gift is a Zesco United supporter and if chance permits, he would love to feature for the Ndola-based outfit.
He also rallies behind English side Chelsea and is looking forward to being the first Zambian to ply his trade for the West London outfit.
ROLE MODEL
Gift’s role model is Stopilla Sunzu, the Zambia national soccer team central defender.
He describes Sunzu as the best defender to grace Zambian soccer. 
“Sunzu is in a class of his own. I will work hard so that I reach his level,” Gift says.
On the big stage, Gift is a fan of John Terry, the Chelsea sweeper.
CHURCH
Gift is a member of the Roman Catholic Church and he is an altar boy at Mary Immaculate Parish.
OFFICIAL
Blue Stars United proprietor Kampamba recalled that when he was appointed patron for the altar boys at Mary Immaculate Catholic Church, he saw that the boys needed to be kept active.
“The boys needed social activities such as getting involved in playing football and this is how I came up with a football team. We play against other parishes,” Kampamba says.
He says in this era there is need for boys or youths to engage in activities that keep them away from illicit activities that could ruin their lives.
Kampamba says his passion for football dates back to the days when he was a young boy.
He, however, says it is not easy to keep the academy afloat.
There are about 50 boys at the academy.
Kampamba is the secretary of the parish priest at Mary Immaculate.
He says there are five footballs to be shared by 50 boys and a set of jerseys.
The academy has no boots. 
“The hard part of running the academy is the financial aspect. Isaac Chawinga and I contribute. I am calling on business houses to come to our aid,” Kampamba says.
The academy competes in the Lusaka Province Football Association league.
When travelling out of town, a minibus is hired.
“We sacrifice so that we can keep the academy moving,” Kampamba says.
He says the boys’ involvement in football has helped them to understand life.
Kampamba says they will strive to ensure that the academy continues to contribute to the development of the sport.
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