Questions on Law 4    tripping, jumping, pushing, striking and kicking
12.1.01 My player was dribbling down the field and an opponent tripped her but the referee didn't call it. How come?
12.1.02. If a foul, of the type for which a direct free kick is awarded, occurs right on the penalty area line but not inside it, is the result a direct free kick or a penalty kick?
12.1.03. Many parents, and some coaches and players, frequently complain the other team is getting away with "pushing", and this is listed as a penalizable offense in the rules. What exactly do the rules mean is illegal pushing, and what is not illegal?
12.1.04. An attacker in possession of the ball has broken ahead of everyone, and will soon have a shot opportunity on goal 1-vs-1 against the goalkeeper. The attacker is tripped up by a defender, who deliberately tackles from behind before the attacker reaches the penalty area, to prevent the breakaway, figuring the attackers will get a direct free kick, not a goal or penalty shot and the worst that will likely happen is a yellow card. Apart from sportsmanship considerations, to what extent has the defender miscalculated the severity of the potential consequences, and to what extent (if any) is the defender correct in his / her Machiavellian calculations?
12.1.05. Another player jumped at me (I think)! How can I know for sure?
12.1.06. I thought striking or kicking an opponent was serious foul play or violent conduct and would get a player sent off?
12.1.07. What's the difference between 'pushing' and 'striking'?
12.1.08. A player swung his arm as part of his windup for a shot on goal, and in the process accidentally hit and knocked out a player from the other team who was approaching from behind. The other team was screaming for my player to be sent off, but the referee restarted with a drop ball -- what do you think about this?
12.1.09. A player on the other team decided to try a bicycle kick in midfield, and in the process broke the jaw of one of my players who was coming to challenge the ball. The referee awarded a DFK to us -- would this have been for kicking an opponent?

